
My name is Patricia Molchan and I am a 66 year old senior.  This is an update to my original presentation 
to the District of Saanich Planning, Transportation and Economic Development Advisory Committee back 
in 2016.  UI currently have three adult daughters, seven grandchildren, one great grandchild, and a new 
grandbaby on the way.  I have been living in my moveable tiny home since April 2017. 

Everyone has their ups and downs in life, and I’ve had quite a few of both.   With a divorce, being a 
single parent, and major health issues, it has been a real struggle for me to “save” for that illustrious 
future where I could actually retire.  When I started on my tiny home journey I only had enough 
“savings” to last me a couple years.  There was no way I could actually support myself and live in this 
region, or any other for that matter, without requiring some sort of support from my family and/or the 
community.  I foresaw a future of moving from daughter to daughter to daughter just so I didn’t become 
a burden on any one of them; or maybe I would be lucky enough to find a spot in low income subsidized 
housing.  The only other option I saw was for me to work until the end.  Not something I aspired to do. 

So when at 60 I became aware of the “Tiny House on Wheels” (THOW) movement, all my senses perked 
up.  Here was the solution to my retirement “dreams”.  A home – my own home, with no property or 
unmanageable mortgage to tie me down in my retirement.  This was the affordable, sustainable, small 
footprint option I had been dreaming about.  So after much deliberation, sketching of various potential 
house plans, and after months and months of research on the internet, I decided on December 31st 2015 
that 2016 would be the year.  So my New Year’s resolution was to refocus my energies and resources, to 
finally stop dreaming about tiny houses, and to start the process of actually building my own retirement 
home, all while continuing to work.  I’m a bookkeeper so figuring out how the finances would work was 
pretty simple:  build my tiny house with RRSP money and accumulated lines of credit, then settle down 
to four more years of working to pay it off completely, based on the money I would save by not paying 
rent on an apartment in Victoria.  This decision has also allowed me to purchase an electric vehicle, 
which I will have paid off by the end of 2021.  Retirement at 67 is now a reality for me. 

I am the sort of person who likes to do things by the book, so of course I know there are bylaws that 
prohibit anyone from living year round in a moveable home on a piece of property, unless a specific area 
has been designated by the local government.  After much thought about the purpose behind the bylaw, 
I could come up with three reasons why a local government would continue to retain this bylaw: one is 
environmental protection, another is safety, and the other is financial. 

I am all about protecting the environment, leaving a small footprint, and living my life in a responsible 
manner.  In fact, that is a big contributing factor for why a THOW is so appealing to me.  For years I’ve 
tried to use less, waste less, reuse and recycle.  In 2016 I used a gas run car (mainly to go up-Island to 
visit my family), but my preferred means of travel were walking, cycling and public transit.  So when an 
offer came to me to locate my THOW along the side yard of a large urban property in Saanich, the fact 
there was a bus stop a short distance from the spot was a major plus for me in deciding to locate my 
home there.  Sadly that location did not work out because a neighbour decided my house would lower 
his property value.  Even though my house would be invisible from his property, he insisted he would 



report me if I moved there.  Needless to say that was devastating to me since I was already well into my 
build.  Fortunately, I was able to procure a long term location in Central Saanich on Tsawout lands. 

My THOW is 22 ft long, 8.5 ft wide, and 13.5 ft total height off the ground, all within the legal road width 
and height limits.  It has been designed to fit my specific needs, including the ability to utilize various 
systems to handle human waste, depending on where my home is located.   

Safety, of course, is a huge concern to me, as well as for government.  The structural strength of my 
THOW is far greater than any house built on a regular foundation.  It has been built to withstand 
sustained major earthquakes, and hurricane force winds since it has to travel on a highway without 
falling apart.  The structural strength of my home was approved by a structural engineer.  At the time I 
naively thought that the BC Safety Authority would issue permits for electrical and propane.  The word 
“Safety” fooled me.  They weren’t interested in the safety of my build, so I gave up my proposed 
propane and instead went with all electric for my house and had it approved by an electrical 
certification company. 

To address the financial part – it costs lots of money to run local governments.  There is infrastructure to 
build and maintain, and keeping a thriving, healthy community going takes lots of money.  I was not able 
to think of any additional services in particular that my house would actually require, except use of the 
road system and an already in place sewer line.  I am all for paying my fair share.  A reasonable yearly 
permit would allow me to contribute, plus allow the municipality to keep an eye on the environmental 
impact end of things. 

Although throughout this document I have been referring to my own personal circumstances, I am sure 
you are totally aware that the Tiny House on Wheels Movement is alive and thriving in this region, 
across Vancouver Island, throughout BC and the rest of North America.  It is a very viable solution to the 
affordable housing crisis facing so many people.  The cost of my house was around $85K plus site prep.  I 
wanted to make sure I would be accepted into an urban environment and meet the requirements for 
home insurance, so I felt I needed to go the extra mile with regard to dealing with human waste (thus 
my $1600 toilet), etc.  Even at $85K, tiny houses are an inexpensive option for a lot of lower income 
people, and for local governments looking for affordable, sustainable housing options.  They also allow 
for infilling of urban lots at a time when land is at a premium, and as more and more people continue 
coming to this region to live.  And ideally – the cost to government for this type of low income housing is 
ZERO! 

To close, I would like to applaud the forward-thinking young people, older people, and all the people in-
between who are already building moveable tiny houses with the support of local professionals and 
resources. There is a thriving THOW movement and as a local government you now have the 
opportunity to acknowledge, as well as support THOWs’ as one of the viable options to the lack of 
affordable housing. 


